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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The mineral resource potential was evaluated as part of the Resource 
Management Plan for the Coeur D’Alene Field Office area. The leasable, 
acquired lands leasable, locatable, and salable commodities, including fuel 
and nonfuel varieties, were assessed.. 

The report includes sections on geology, mineral resources, and mineral 
resource potential, and recommendations.  

A summary of the geology and geological conditions that are important for 
the formation of mineral resources in the region is presented. The 
description of the mineral resources includes the documentation of mines, 
prospects, and occurrences that are present within the planning area. 
Tabulation of production or resources figures for various commodities is 
presented where available.  

The mineral resource potential was rated according to the criteria outlined in 
BLM Manual 3031, Mineral Potential Resource Classification. A high mineral 
resource classification was assigned to the following commodities where the 
BLM has a significant land base: 

• Silver/lead/zinc in the Coeur d’Alene Mining District; 

• Gold in the Murray Mining District; 

• Garnet, both abrasive and recreational, in the Emerald Creek 
District; 

• Sand/gravel/aggregate in the Coeur d’Alene and Pend Oreille 
areas; and 
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• Dimension stone throughout the planning area (dimension stone 
is any naturally occurring stone that is used for building or 
ornamental purposes). 

Strategic minerals were evaluated as low potential, although this is based on 
limited information. Energy resources, including oil/gas, coal, and 
geothermal energy, have a low potential in the planning area. All of the other 
minerals within the various mineral management categories are considered to 
have low potential.  

Recommendations are as follows: 

• Review and update the mineral resource classification annually. 

• Identify and evaluate areas or commodities that require additional 
assessment due to their critical status or important location. 
These include the strategic minerals cobalt-nickel, thorium-rare 
earths, and niobium-tantalum. 

• Complete a higher level of mineral resources assessment within 
current areas considered for special designation or withdrawal 
status. This includes placer deposits of gold or black-sands and 
sand/gravel/aggregate resources.  

 




